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Forty-one people participated in the
2001 AGM, representing juniors, rid-
ers, volunteers, ride managers and
directors, with interests ranging from
grassroots issues, veterinary, to inter-
national directions.

ERA thanks Larry Handziuk and
Dianne Jackson who served on the
board in 2001. 

A special thanks to all the volunteers
who have helped make ERA one of
the best endurance associations. 

ERA has a healthy bank balance of
At AGM, $5111.78 and all invoices
paid as of November 1, 2001 .

The Board of Directors continued the
momentum started in previous years
and added new initiatives. Four meet-
ings were held: December, February,
April, and September. 

Awards, Fundraising, Promotion,
and Service Recognition:Brion Zutz
(chair), Brenda Kossowan.
Promotional material, copies of ERA
rules, and completion awards, are to
be taken to rides by any one of the
directors with access. Completion
awards were purchased with Casino
funds, as approved, and were issued at
each ride requiring them: water bottles
and lead ropes were alternated.

Bruce Guest suggested that every
ride should have an ERA board pres-
ence as support for ride managers.
This was accomplished. For the
February seminar, t-shirts, other
clothing and membership forms etc.
should be made available. T-shirts
should also be made in smaller sizes.

AEF Representatives:Brenda
Kossowan and Bruce Guest (alternate
meetings). Brenda attended the AEF
meetings that she could. Keith
Thorne, Kathy Thorne, and Brenda
all volunteered at the AEF Casino. A
big thanks for helping AEF out,
which in turn, helps ERA out.

AGM Committee: Brenda
Kossowan, Dianne Jackson (resigned
May 2001). As conducted.

CaLDRA Participation: Linda Riley,
Eve Comrie, Bruce Guest. Monika
Smith attended the CaLDRA meeting
held in Vermont, August 23, 2001. A
new executive was confirmed.
President, Myna Cryderman; Vice-
President, Fred Buchanan; Secretary,
Trisha Dowling; Treasurer, Rick
Burnside. CaLDRA represents the
entire membership and each committee
member represents a province or geo-
graphical area. Linda Riley has been
Alberta’s representative in the past. 

Endurance Canada International
(ECI): conducts business via e-mail
and a yearly meeting with Sean
Dennis as Chair. A call for nomina-
tions for Chef and Vet for 2002 WEG
is required. Merrit, B.C. (Ride Over
the Rainbow) hosted an FEI ride
June 2001 and the Nitchi Nicker ride
in Sundre will be an FEI ride in
2002. The West is leading the way
for FEI rides in Canada!

Monika Smith, ERA secretary, sits on
the ECI. Monika has done an amazing
amount of work for both ECI and
ERA, including the newsletter. Thank
you.

Casino Fund:Linda Riley continues
to do an excellent job as treasurer of
the Casino books.

Three casino revenues include 1998:
$27,000; 1999: $43,3000 and 2000:
$55,600. This has provided both
ERA and TRAC $126,000 in three
years, with each club accruing
$63,000. Categories to apply casino
funds: administration, promotion,
rider development, and international. 

The board discussed investigating
whether it could invest some Casino
funds for leaner years, providing a
more secure financial future for
ERA. Information presented by ERA
Vice-President Bruce Guest indicates
that there are no barriers for invest-
ing Casino funds into revenue-gener-
ating vehicles. ERA would need to
appoint a trustee, and a trust fund set
up. Bruce Guest is to review and
bring recommendations and a sched-
ule. Creating a trust fund would
require approval from the member-
ship. Ongoing.

Linda Riley has ERA Casino Fund
Forms available for members wish-
ing to see one or apply for Casino
funding. Volunteers at the 2000
Casino were paid $50, plus $ .30 km
mileage for attending. A total of
$1,119.20 came from general revenue
to pay the volunteers for two casinos.

2002 Upcoming Events
WorldÕs Most Preferred Ride CEI **** 130km March 20

ERA/TRAC Seminar ÒConditioning You and Your HorseÓMarch 30

ERA Endurance Riding Clinic May 28

FEI International Candidate Judges Course
Dr. Gerry Gillespie, VCMW, SK; contact Trisha Dowling  April 5-7

Pre-Ride for WEG (World Equestrian Games) April 27

UAE sponsored World Masters Endurance June 29
FEI Cat A*****, Spruce Woods Park, MN; Contact Myna Cryderman

WEGÑEndurance
Jerez, Spain September 16

Rider Pulse is published quarterly on behalf of its
membership. Please check out the ERA Web site
http://emd.athabascau.ca/ian/era_site/index.html
for past issues and current information on events.
We welcome articles and photographs from members.
All material is edited and copywrited.

Editor:  Monika Smith
phone: 403-242-6162

smithpr@cadvision.com
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2001 Annual General Meeting—highlights
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Board of Directors

PRESIDENT

Eve Comrie
Box 2336, Athabasca, AB T9S 2B8
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evec@athabascau.ca

VICE PRESIDENT

Bruce Guest
Box 6, Site 3, RR 2, Sundre, AB  T0M 1X0 

(403) 638-4287
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Monika Smith 
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Linda Riley
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lriley@telusplanet.net

PAST PRESIDENT

Brenda Kossowan
Box 291, Leslieville, AB  T0M 1H0
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bekosso@telusplanet.net

Directors
Karen Badger

(780) 814-3950
karen.badger@royalbank.com

Mary-Anne Dorchester
(780) 778-8653

mad1@telusplanet.net

Jody Gallamore
(780) 513 1387

gallamorejody@hotmail.com

Audrey Grieb
(780) 542-3733

ggmach@telusplanet.net 

Jack Plumley
(403) 932-3444

Keith Thorne
(780) 723-3638

kthorne@compusmart.ab.ca

Brion Zutz
(780) 986-3989



Communications: Brenda Kossowan (Horse•s All,
Go the Distance, and newsletter contributor).
Brenda continues to do an excellent job of provid-
ing monthly updates in Horses All. Anyone wishing
to write an article for Horses Allor the ERA
newsletter is to please contact a Communications
Committee member first. 

Finance Committee:Brion Zutz, Linda Riley,
Keith Thorne, Carol Wadey. Any expenditure of
more than $100 is presented to the Finance
Committee first for discussion and presentation  to
the board at the next meeting. 

Grievance Committee:Larry Handziuk (chair),
Carol Wadey, Bruce Guest and Eve Comrie (ex-
officio). No grievances. 

International Committee: Monika Smith (chair);
Nicole Belland, Page Koberstein. This committee
got off to a great start last November, when it pro-
posed to develop a database of information and
contacts, and support, advise, and encourage ride
managers to apply for FEI sanctioning. The
Committee is pleased to report that the Nitchi
Nicker ride near Sundre, applied for FEI-sanction-
ing of a CAT A endurance ride next year.

The committee also proposed to develop a database
of Alberta riders interested in international riding
and a means of keeping them informed to support
the FEI initiative to have Endurance become an
Olympic event.

Proposed International Funding Strategy:
The committee further proposed to develop an
international funding formula using a predeter-
mined portion of Casino funds. In the past, a figure
of 33% of Casino funds was earmarked for interna-
tional funding. ERA must make an application to
the Alberta  Gaming and Liquor Commission to
approve any travel out of Alberta. After the event,
applicants must submit receipts to the ERA Casino
Fund Committee (fuel, meals, etc.). These individ-
ual applications, accompanied by the financial
papers required by Gaming Commission, will then
be collectively submitted. The International
Funding Formula will be equitable among all resi-
dent ERA squad members.

It should be noted that international funding alloca-
tion (33%) isn’t aimed solely at riders, vets, and
chefs, but is also directed at supporting and devel-
oping provincial championship (FEI-sanctioned)
rides and creating a Canadian Endurance
Championship Ride (FEI-sanctioned) for 2003-
2004, for example, among other things.

The committee, along with the Board of Directors’
help, arrived at a proposed framework to work with-
in, which will use as its foundation, the premise:

“When the Canada West squad (up to 12 horse and
rider combinations that arrive at the FEI ride site) is
composed of riders selected from Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia,
accompanied by a Chef d’Équipe and Team
Veterinarian, the total funding responsibility lies ini-
tially with the squad. ERA is not responsible for sub-
sidizing the Canada West squad (including the Chef,
Vet, or other incidentals, for example, advertising) or
the Canada West team (the four horse and rider com-
binations are selected by the Chef and Veterinarian
the night before the competition. The team rides for a
medal. The squad rides individually.) that participates
in an FEI championship event.”
(Note: See page 4, ERA Board Highlights, where the
funding formula is explained.)

Limited Distance Committee:Keith Thorne
(chair), Eve Comrie. Recognizing that ERA’s

Limited Distance riders are the largest group, the
ERA Web site will host information directed at new
and LD members.

Rules Committee (includes Rider’s Handbook,
Ride Manager’s Handbook amendments):Keith
Thorne (chair): Bruce Guest, Eve Comrie, Carol
Wadey. As per the November 2000 AGM, the rules
were again reviewed by the Board of Directors and
signed off before being mailed to the membership for
a ballot vote by February 28. Thank you to those
many members who responded either by phone or by
ballot or both, for the approval of ERA Rules. 

Sanctioning and Drug-Testing Committee:Mary-
Anne Dorchester, chair; Eve Comrie. Mary-Anne
continues to do an excellent job as Sanctioning chair
and has offered to remain in the position for another
year. Consistency in this area is becoming increas-
ingly important to both riders and ride managers. 

An issue regarding ride form inconsistencies was
raised earlier in the year. Mary-Anne spent consid-
erable time in developing new user-friendly forms
and a ride-sanctioning application procedure
designed to help, encourage, and support ride man-
agers. Only ERA forms are used for ERA rides to
ensure consistency and standardization. The
Sanctioning chair remains the contact person for
ride sanctioning packages and their distribution.
The ERA secretary maintains file copies. 

New Vet Cards and Completion Certificates were
printed and distributed. All reports are favourable
regarding the new format. All ride forms are in the
Web site.

Six horses at two rides were drug-tested. All results
were negative. 

Veterinary Committee: Keith Thorne (chair);
Mavis Holroyd, Mary-Anne Dorchester. Criteria for
ride vets has been discussed at length throughout
the past year. In short, each ride requires a DVM,
and the Sanctioning chair offered suggestions,
resulting from Vet Committee discussions, to ride
management, regarding the use of an experienced
endurance ride vet assisted by a less experienced
vet. The Sanctioning chair provided a list of vets
and their telephone numbers to assist ride man-
agers, with a reminder that the treatment vet could
not be the endurance ride vet.

Keith Thorne presented a proposed vet forum budget
to the board for inclusion in the Vet Committee’s
three-year business plan. A list of vets with an inter-
est in endurance riding are: John Jaques, Katherine
Case, Will Schroer, Andy Mueller, Michael Wilson,
Greg Davies, Roxy Bell, Dave Bell, Dave Holroyd,
Lynn Tate, Doug Hunter, Don Church, Carol
Schwetz, Krista Howden, Heather Bjornstead, Chris
Jensen, Tawni Silver, Chester Gertzing, Tammy
Olson, Tanya Crumbde, and Guill Tremino. A current
list is on the Web site.

As a show of appreciation of ERA ride veterinari-
an’s continued support of our sport, the Sanctioning
chair issued to each vet who vetted a ride this sum-
mer (and those who have shown support in the past
but were unable to attend a ride this summer), an
invitation to attend the Annual General Meeting
supper at ERA’s expense.

MISCELLANEOUS

The 1-800 number was discontinued in July, for
lack of use, saving approximately $45 a month.

The ERA Web site is being replaced by a new site
shortly. 

ERA’s first newsletter was presented by Monika
Smith February 2001. A small number will be digi-

tally printed in colour for media, sponsors, etc.
Members with e-mail will receive a colour digital
file. Members without e-mail will receive a black
and white mailed version to keep printing and
postage cost as low as possible.

The spring clinic held at Cromdale Stables, west of
Rocky Mountain House April 27, 2001 was a suc-
cess. We had a good response resulting from adver-
tising well in advance and through the efforts of
many, Brion Zutz, Linda Riley, and Brenda
Kossowan and others. Thirty-one registered riders
listened to guest speakers Dr. Chris Jensen and
Tawni Silver DVM then enjoyed lunch created by
Brion Zutz. Next, the registered riders participated
in a 15-mile trail loop accompanied by ERA mem-
bers on horseback. Registered riders were exposed
to pre-ride vetting, a P & R on trail and a vet check
after the ride, all designed to acquaint them with
the process before undertaking an “official” ride.
The day ended with a BBQ supper and campfire
with a question-and-answer period. Our thanks to
all who volunteered, from the P & R people to
TRAC members Paul and Karen Landry, ERA
members Keith and Kathy Thorne, Kippy and
Gerald Maitland Smith for the use of Cromdale
Stables, and the many others who made the day and
educational experience possible. 

The cost of clinic was approximately $990.
Revenue generated: $830. Loss of approximately
$160 plus $50 additional money was approved by
the board later to help offset repairs to the stable’s
water system which was considerably overtaxed
(and plugged) by the number of riders present.
ERA has two new members resulting from the clin-
ic: Verlin Rau of Beiseker and his daughter, on their
Curly horses.

Eve Comrie
President, ERA, 2000-2001
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AGM Highlights, continued

Chef d’Équipe
Monika Smith has been nominated as Chef
d’Équipe for Team Canada, Endurance, WEG,
Jerez, Spain, September 16, 2002.

“I’m pleased and proud to act again as Chef for
Team Canada. 

“The World Equestrian Games are a new world
for me, and taking part with the other Canadian
disciplines: Dressage, Show Jumping, Eventing,
Reining and Combined Driving in the biggest
equestrian event in the world will be remarkable.
Endurance will most likely have the largest rep-
resentation of nations of all the disciplines, if
past experience is any indicator.

“We have terrific, committed riders from
Alberta, and I look forward to working with
them and riders from across Canada to make a
great showing at the event.”

Monika Smith has
been involved in
international compe-
tition, in an official
capacity, for a num-
ber of years:
Assistant Chef, Chef
d’Équipe, crew,
Selection Committee
member, and cur-
rently FEI Candidate
Endurance judge.

�



2001 AGM 
NOTICES OF MOTION
MOTION by Mary-Anne Dorchester, seconded by
Keith Thorne. 

Rule 7: Placement

Placements will be determined by the order of finish
of those who have met the completion requirements.

7.1 ERA accepts ties. In the case of ties, the points
to be awarded shall be the sum of the positions
divided by the number of people who tied. There
would never be more than 10 horses in the top ten
unless the last place in the top 10 would bring the
total in excess of 10 horses.

Add to rule 7: 

7.2 Horses with any degree of lameness as deter-
mined by the ride veterinarian shall receive a com-
pletion only and shall not be eligible for placing. 

Call question: 17 in favour, 19 against. Motion
DEFEATED.

MOTION by Mary-Anne Dorchester, seconded by
Robin Dorchester

Rule 6. Completion of a ride requires all riders and
mounts to meet the following ride criteria:

iv. follow the prescribed course, and do multiple
loops in the correct order

Change to:

Rule 6. Completion of a ride requires all riders and
mounts to meet the following ride criteria:

iv. follow the prescribed course, complete multiple
loops in the right direction and correct order

Call question: 15 in favour; 6 against; Motion
DEFEATED.

MOTION by Carol Wadey, seconded by Brion Zutz. 

Add to Rule 10

10.4.1.2 In the event that a junior’s sponsor is
pulled from competition and there are no other
qualified sponsors to follow, the junior may be
allowed to continue with a volunteer rider through
the completion of the ride with ride management’s
and the ride veterinarian’s approval. The junior
would receive last placing and relevant points. The
volunteer rider receives no mileage credit or points.

Call question: 16 in favour; 10 against; 1 absten-
tion. Motion DEFEATED.

MOTION by Keith Thorne, seconded by Bruce
Guest.

Article 5.1

The Executive Committee of the Association shall
be a President, Vice President and Secretary-
Treasurer. These officers shall be elected annually
at the Annual General Meeting.

Change to:

The Executive Committee of the Association shall
be a President, Vice President and Secretary-
Treasurer. 

The office of President shall be elected for a two-
year term at the Annual General Meeting.

The office of Vice President and Secretary-
Treasurer shall be elected annually at the Annual
General Meeting.

Call question: 18 in favour; 9 against; Motion
DEFEATED.

Please note that a 75 percent majority is required
to approve Motion.
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FEI OFFICIALS COURSE in CANADA!
For Veterinarians and Stewards interested in officiating at FEI rides

Dr. Gerry Gillespie is a well known expert in international endurance with 15 years
officiating experience. He is committed to further education of FEI officials and will be
conducting FEI courses for endurance stewards and veterinarians at the Western
College of Veterinary Medicine (WCVM), Saskatoon.The introductory course will be
held APRIL 3 and 4th and an advanced course APRIL 5TH. 

This will coincide with the WCVM Vet Student Training Ride, Saturday, April 6th,
2002. This gives veterinary students the opportunity to learn about high-level equine
athletes in action. Dr. Gillespie will be riding and challenges all attendees to put
themselves in the ridersÕ boots and support the vet students. Horses will be avail-
able from members of the Saskatchewan Long Riders Association. Contact Dr. Trisha
Dowling at 306-966-7359, or dowling@sask.usask.ca for registration information.

CONDITIONING YOU AND YOUR HORSE
March 30, 2002, Red Deer College, Red Deer

US rider and horse trainer BECKY HART, multiple World Endurance
Champion, will discuss conditioning, balance, training, and conformation
as it relates to distance riders and their horses. Becky’s talk will be 
complemented by BUD OTTOSEN, long-time fitness geek, climber of
Mount Kilimanjaro, and teacher, who will discuss how a rider’s fitness
relates to his or her enjoyment of the sport and success in endurance rid-
ing. The fitter you are the happier your horse will be and you will be too! 

Doors open at 9:00 am. Talks begin at 9:30 am and run until 4:30 pm. 

Admission is free to current TRAC and ERA members.  $25 for non-members.
Memberships will be taken at the door. 

A lunch kiosk will be open but bring your own lunch if you prefer.
SPONSORED BY ERA AND TRAC

2002 RIDES
ERA SANCTIONED:

June 8 10th Annual Saddle Hills Challenge (Treena Memorial) 
La Glace, Alberta, north of Grande Prairie
Contact: Ernest and Clara Foshaug, (403) 780-568-4172
DISTANCES: 14 (3.5 hrs to complete) $16.00 Jr. $10

25 (6 hrs) $28.00 Jr. $15
50 (12 hrs) $53.00 Jr. $30
100 (24 hrs) $82.00 Jr. $42

VETERINARIANS: Dr. Catherine Case and Dr. Will Schroer. Vet-in Friday, Awards
Sunday. Shoes recommended but not mandatory, very little gravel. ERA Rules apply. 

TBA SANCTIONING:

July 6 Haemophilia Hoedown (Devon), Dianne Jackson.
July 14 Adopt-A-Trail weekend at the Hummingbird. (Also Paul LandryÕs 51st b-day). 
Aug. 3 Wizard Lake (Calmar), Rolph Klein. (ERA & TRAC)
Aug. 31 Nitchi Nicker (Sundre), Bruce Guest and Annemieke Aardoom. Guest and

Aardoom have applied for FEI sanctioning. Volunteers are urgently needed. 
Sept.14 Tall Timber (Whitecourt), Robin and Mary-Anne Dorchester.
Sept. 28 Dunes Day (Grande Prairie), Karen Badger.

�



TALL TIMBER ENDURANCE RIDE
by Mary-Anne Dorchester

The first annual Tall Timber Endurance Ride was
held September 1, 2001 south of Whitecourt. Camp
was located at Keith and Kathy Mitchell’s Sand Bar
Ranch. There was plenty of parking for rigs and
ample grazing for horses. Tall Timber offered 25
mile and 55 mile races. The trail was very challeng-
ing, taking riders and mounts up and over the north
end of the Shining Bank Ridge and back.  The trail
was mainly old seismic trails with some gravel and
lease roads. There was an outcheck at about the
halfway point. The Vets and volunteers did an out-
standing job at the vet check, holding horses for
riders and doing their best to pamper all the riders.
Some riders didn’t get to see the second half of the
trail, but they did get to enjoy Julie Cook’s compa-
ny as she was the driver of the “rescue” rig. We
also had a check point at the 18-mile mark, and the
volunteers took it upon themselves to hand out pop
and water to some of the riders.

The weather was good for most of the day, however
the last few participants were caught in a thunder-
storm just a few miles from camp. Those riders
crossed the finish line to thunderous applause from
the volunteers and riders already back at camp.
Everyone enjoyed a hot meal of chili on a bun and
fresh corn on the cob. After supper there was an
awards presentation. First in the 55 was Ellen
Gobbles and JR Cheeko. Best Condition went to
Allotta Disco ridden by Ellen’s father Roy Cust.
First in the 25 went to Tara MacLeod and McCoy’s
Thunder with Best Condition going to Kossack
Sure Fire ridden by Keith Thorne. The people who
stayed for the bonfire Saturday evening were treat-
ed to elk sausage provided by Keith Mitchell and
tall tales by all.

We would like to thank our Vets, Andy Mueller and
Dave Holroyd for not only doing a bang up job, but
for casting a spell on Dr. Guill Tremino and convinc-
ing him to come and vet a ride or two this season.

Our wonderful volunteers made this ride possible,
and we are very grateful for your generous dona-
tions of time and effort. We also had a very solid
group of sponsors who made this a ride that sent a
lot of people home with great big smiles!

2001 Ride Survey—Overall Comments

Riders and volunteers were encouraged to fill out
the survey forms and send them in for compilation.

Likes
• Riders felt they were well fed;
• There was good communication with vets and

ride managers;
• Great volunteers. Riders liked having people

available to hold horses at the outchecks;
• Good maps;
• Well marked trails;
• Lots of room to camp.

Room for improvement
• Hazards such as sharp branches sticking out

into the trail;
• Poorly marked intersections;
• Short holds;
• Having things in camp that were not well

marked e.g.: office, vet check area, finish line;
• Insufficient outhouses and not enough T.P.

Take part the 2002 Ride Survey! We want to hear
from you!

RIDER PULSE SPRING 2002 PAGE 4

�

The first meeting of the new ERA Board was held
December 15, 2001. The Board developed a fair
and equitable funding formula based on one-third
of ERA’s annual Casino Funds designated for
International use, which was determined to be half
of one-third, or .165%.

It took some time, but by the end of the day a fund-
ing formula was developed based on the premise
that to compete in a provincial, regional, or national
championship ride, the total funding responsibility
lies initially with the squad. It is the responsibility
of the Chef d’Équipe to coordinate the collection of
funds from squad members.

ERA has established a funding formula for its
provincial riders competing on a national team. The
formula includes subsidizing Canada West or
Canadian Chef d’Équipe (CdE) and Team
Veterinarian (TV) expenses. The funding formula is
prorated, based on the number of riders from a
province in relation to the entire squad. 

It is suggested that each province competing, and
CaLDRA, adopt this formula whereby each
province would send a cheque for the prorated
amount (withheld from each rider’s allotment) to
CaLDRA (within one month after the competi-
tion) to be distributed to the CdE and TV. 

The board arrived at each ERA Alberta resident
rider’s allotment  for the Pan American
Championship, Vermont as shown boxed below:

It was further suggested that any party applying
for funding will follow ERA’s funding procedure. 

1. In order to receive funds from ERA, the appli-
cant must complete and submit the application
within one month after the competition.

2 ERA may make an application to AEF, on behalf
of the number of Alberta riders who are definite
entries on the competition grounds.

Three motions were made and passed regarding
the funding policy, one for the policy, for Chef
and Vet expenses and for rider expenses.  

Monika Smith to draft a letter to CaLDRA, and
send to board members first, suggesting that
CaLDRA provide prorated funding for CdE and TV.  

Suggest ERA write a prorated cheque to CaLDRA as
per the Provincial, Regional, and National Funding
Policy, to be distributed by CaLDRA, and suggest
the same formula be adopted by other provinces to
arrive at equitable funding for CdE and TV.

Eve Comrie and Monika Smith to develop a cov-
ering letter and a Provincial, Regional, and
National Funding Package for Board review.

Eve Comrie to discuss with Capri Insurance, the
matter of AEF not activating AEF membership until
funds are physically received by AEF (when ERA
accepts the application on behalf of AEF). Confirm
in a covering letter from Eve Comrie to members
that they must be AEF members; and ERA will
enforce this policy.

Bruce Guest to continue budget process, whereby
each committee submits a three-year plan and
budget. Bruce Guest and Linda Riley to compile
overall budget and present at next board meeting.

Brion Zutz to continue fund-raising campaign for
next year’s awards.

MOTION by Brenda Kossowan to use Casino
Funds to create a permanent ERA display for trade
shows and seminars. Seconded by Bruce Guest.
PASSED

MOTION by Brenda Kossowan to pay $150 to
Gerald and Kippy Maitland Smith to cover their
extra costs arriving from the May 2001 Clinic.
Seconded by Bruce Guest. PASSED

MOTION by Brenda Kossowan to reimburse
monies that Linda Riley paid out of pocket for
Team advertisement in PAC program. Seconded
by Audrey Grieb. PASSED

MOTION by Brenda Kossowan. ERA call a
Special General Meeting, at the March Clinic to
deal with other outstanding financial issues and
potential rule change regarding the welfare of the
horse. Seconded by Mary-Anne Dorchester.
PASSED. One opposed, one abstention.

If you have any questions, want any issues raised at
a board meeting, or have some suggestions, please
call any one of us. The board meets on a regular
basis and maintains consistent contact via e-mail.

Best Managed Ride of 2001
As voted by members at the AGM

It•s why they call it a porta-pottie! The outhouse was moved because a shy rider felt that it was too close
to the timing area. Dave Holroyd, George Wadey, Guill Tremino and young Mr. Kilgannon took it
upon themselves to accommodate this exposure-challenged rider and move the outhouse to a more
remote area. What great volunteers at Tall Timber!

Available Casino Funds: $27,799.50    x    .165%                = $4,586.93
Less Chef and Vet expenses: 1,257.14
Total ERA Riders portion: $3,311.79

Individual ERA Rider portion ($3,311.79  Ö 4)                          = $827.94

ERA Board Highlights—December 15, 2001
by Eve Comrie, President 2001-2002

�
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ERA HORSES HALL OF FAME
October 31, 2000

Year Horse Mileage Owner/Rider(s)

1,000 MILE HORSES
1988 Buck 1600 John Zieze
1990 Dandy* 1747 Roger Peterson
1991 Hawkeye* 1058 Carole Carnahan
1991 Bowinn 1820 John Zieze
1991 Nantora 1005 Darlene Key
1991 Jesse* 1343 Larry Handziuk
1992 Redee Magic* 1721 Roy Cust
1992 Jayla** 1395 Christy Janzen
1993 GangoÕs Air Cadet 1430 Phyllis Lyster
1994 Spook* 1675 Roger Peterson
1996 Sassy Gold Bask 1530 Darlene Key
1996 Black Ozz* 1000 Roger Peterson
1997 Jazz* 1760 John Zieze & Elaine Delbeke
1998 Que Hassande 1084 Linda Riley
1998 Razi Kafella 1310 Dave Sprecher
1999 Gypsy 1120 Carol Wadey
1999 Jammer 1241 Dianne Jackson
2000 Picket 1151 Scott Holroyd (JR)
2000 Triple A Bostu 1005 Kathy Thorne & Christy Janzen
2000 Au Kari On 1050 Trisha Dowling
2001 Special Delivery 1105 Audrey Grieb 

2,000 MILE HORSES
1989 Stranger 2937 Joan Spiker
1994 D-JayÕs Delight* 2445 Keith Thorn
1994 Rey Dar** 2840 Kathy Thorne
1995 CC 2750 Christy Janzen
1996 Gallager 2560 Joan Spiker
1996 Sunburst Racazon** 2058 Linda Riley
1999 Tais 2398 Christy Janzen
1999 Alotta Disco 2445 Roy Cust
2000 Erasmus 2004 Aime Stewart & Susie Coen
2001 Jet 2030 Rae-Anne Wadey

3,000 MILE HORSES
1991 Homesteaders Alameer* 3028 Robert Solomon
1993 Shadow* 3025 Carol Wadey
1999 JR 3115 Wayne Delbeke
2001 Kris 3210 Carol, Rae-Anne & Robin Wadey

4,000 MILE HORSES
2001 Misty 4270 Larry Handziuk

* Retired           ** Deceased

2001 ERA YEAR END AWARDS

HIGH POINT HORSE SPECIAL DELIVERY Ridden by Audrey Grieb 975 Points

HIGH MILEAGE HORSE SPECIAL DELIVERY Ridden by Audrey Grieb 355 Miles

HIGH MILEAGE RIDER AUDREY GRIEB 355 Miles

BEST CONDITION HORSE MISTY Ridden by Larry Handziuk 155 Points

250 MILES

Ellen Gobbels
Patricia Landsman
Linda Lavis 
Ferne Lacey Short
Brett Janzen (JR)

500 MILES

Mary-Anne Dorchester
Ernest Foshaug
Travis Landsman

750 MILES

Karen Badger
Sharon Brunner
Clara Foshaug
Bruce Guest
Paddi Sprecher
Robyn Wadey (Jr)

1000 MILES

Audrey Grieb

1250 MILES

Scott Holroyd

1500 MILES

Carol Rambaugh
Don Redford

1750 MILES

Eve Comrie
Trisha Dowling*

2250 MILES

Rae-Anne Wadey

5000 MILES

Roy Cust

6750 MILES

Larry Handziuk

7000 MILES

Christy Janzen
Carol Wadey

2001 HORSE MILEAGE AWARD

250 MILES

Congos Masada Fern Lacey-Short
JR Cheeko Ellen Gobbels
Kay-Tu Carol Rambaut
Taj Rai Ghali Patricia Landsman
Take A Chance Bruce Guest &

AnnemeikeAardoom
What A Breeze Karen Badger

500 MILES

Casper Travis Landsman
DakotaÕs Ladyhawk Eve Comrie
DakotaÕs Pride Eve Comrie
Golden Boy Bruce Guest
SH RockÕn Roll Mary-Anne Dorchester
Sincerity Sonet Don Redford
Snowy Dan Mavis Holroyd
XXX Flashman Larry Handziuk 

750 MILES

Kittar Moniet Clara Foshaug
Sonic Bask Christy/Brett Janzen
Dark Shadow The JanzenÕs

1000 MILES

Special Delivery Audrey Grieb

1250 MILES

Picket Scott Holroyd
Triple A Bostu Christy Janzen

1500 MILES

Gypsy Carol Wadey
AU Kari On Trisha Dowling

2000 MILES

Jet Rae-Anne Wadey

2500 MILES

Alotta Disco Roy Cust
Tais Christy Janzen

3000 MILES

Kris Carol, Rae-Anne & 
Robyn Wade

4250 MILES

Misty Larry Handziuk

2001 RIDER MILEAGE AWARD 
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On the Web
ERAs Web site is up and running! 

A huge thank you to Eve Comrie and Ian Grivois,
Eve’s design guru, and Monika Smith, for their
immense efforts, after work, during coffee breaks,
and lunch. Eve took on this huge task to set up the
user friendly format that contains lots of great
information. It’s taken months of work and dedica-
tion. Well done! 

Until we.get the firewall glitches sorted out, the
new site is sitting temporarily at 

http://emd.athabascau.ca/ian/era_site/index.html

Another special thanks to Wayne Delbeke, a long-
time ERA director and president and past president,
who initiated ERA’s Web site and who did massive
amounts of work to put us in cyberspace. And our
hats are also off to Brent Seufert, TRAC past presi-
dent, who hosted and managed the ERA Web site
for many years! 

All this work has been done on a volunteer basis.
Without this, ERA could not even think about hav-
ing a Web site; the cost for these professional serv-
ices would be in the tens of thousands of dollars!

It is for the benefit of all members and people inter-
ested in endurance. If you don’t have Internet capa-
bilities, don’t forget that your local library does,
and will be happy to work with you to connect and
get information! We’ve got a winning site! Please
use it and give us your feedback.�

From unknown to international in one year. Is it
possible? Of course! I did it and so can you!

I was the true definition of a greenhorn. I didn’t
know one end of the horse from another. All I knew
is that these were the most graceful, proud, free-
looking animals God ever created.  

It was Mother’s Day weekend 2000. I was helping
a friend move to Athabasca. A woman in the crowd
said she had to leave. She was going for a ride. I
asked “What kind of ride, bicycle or horseback rid-
ing?” “Horseback riding.” she responded. “Why?
Do you want to come?” “Sure!” I said. I survived
the ride and apparently passed the test. I stayed on.

After a few outings, Eve Comrie asked if I would
be interested in committing to a training program.
The horse was terribly injured two years prior.
After much research and a year of rest, Eve was
determined to bring Shiloh back to a competitive
level. I knew nothing of endurance riding and had
no idea if I could commit to two to three days of
riding per week…almost year around! Ugh! Did I
really want to do this? My final answer was “Yes.”
I had absolutely nothing to lose. 

I found the commitment a challenge and a real push
at times. It was often difficult to arrive on time and
maintain a positive attitude when sacking out on
the couch after work seemed more enticing. But
after every ride I was thankful for the experience. I
was in awe of the scenery, amazed at the improve-
ment in Shiloh, my own riding, and the level of
knowledge I was acquiring from Eve, a veteran
endurance rider of 10 years.

Why does any of this matter? Because it evolved a
greenhorn to an international team member. All that
was required was commitment and hard work,
attributes available to anyone. Shiloh made it in one
year from recovery training to Pan Am finisher. She
placed 37th in Vermont, Pan American Competition
in August 2001. Exactly one year from when we
began training together.

Shiloh was no newcomer to the sport of endurance.
She had competed for several years with Eve until
she was injured. Shiloh is also the most patient
teacher and student on four legs. I learned as much
from Shiloh as I did from Eve. My point is, listen to
your horse and get a mentor. Do the training. When
not riding, exercise yourself and eat properly. Treat
yourself as well as you treat your horse. And your
horse should be treated like royalty. Why? Because if
you are going to finish you had better know every
nuance, every preference, every desire that your
horse has because at mile 78 you have to know if
your horse has out-witted you or if he/she really is
tired. In my opinion the 100-mile ride is the hardest
day for the rider (but of course in endurance riding
we don’t care about the rider) and should be the most
pampered for the horse. The horse has already done
all the hard work getting to this day.

This is not an easy road. In my first ride I got lost;
my second ride was apparently the hardest course
in Alberta; my third ride never passed go as it was
too soon after the hard ride; and my fourth ride was
rained out. On the fourth ride we stopped at the 75-
mile mark which was a difficult and disheartening
decision. I knew withdrawing at this point meant
that I would not be the rider to see Shiloh across

the Pan Am finish line. Am I satisfied with this
decision? Yes. To continue in that torrential down
pour with clay footing melting out from underneath
us could have compromised more than just that
ride. In the end, Eve qualified and Shiloh qualified.
Together they made up our international team. I
along side my new beau, who was even more
greenhorn than I when it came to horses, were
Eve’s crew. Dwayne over the summer months
became our premiere crew. He knew that Shiloh
preferred wet hay, that she liked beet pulp soup
after the hay, that she relaxed at the sound of his
voice. Thus in Vermont I was groom and Dwayne
was crew. It’s an experience never to be forgotten. 

If I can do it so can you. Take on the challenge
because To Finish Is To Win. 

The Saddle Hills Challenge, (Treena Memorial) is
in its 10th year, and Clara and Ernest have set stan-
dards for good ride management over the years,
winning the ERAs top ride management award a
couple of times. Riders that attend their event in
LaGlace, usually the first weekend in June,
have all the necessities for great week-
end! You’re in good hands at this ride,
whether a nervous novice, going for
completions, or going for the big
miles. 

They’ve helped introduce many
riders into endurance and have
made long distance riding a real
sport up in the north country. They
have consistently offered the full
range of competition, from 14 miles to
100, and have made sure that you’re well
looked after at the ride. If you’ve never ridden in an
northern Alberta, you’ll be pleasantly surprised with
the rolling hills, aspen forests and open meadows.
With a little planning, you can complete the 100 in
daylight!

They also put on an Annual Fun Ride, to get folks
into the distance riding mood. So if you’re in the
area, mark May 25th on your calendar. You ride
your own pace, for fun. Bring a picnic lunch for
Hill Top Lake and a pot luck for supper at
Springview Arabians.

In addition, The Foshaug’s have been keen breeders
of endurance Arabians.
Springview Arabians are of rare Egyptian blood-
lines, tracing back to the desert, bred selectively with
long-term emphasis on disposition, typey, correct

conformation, athletic ability excelling in long dis-
tance riding, as well as champions in the

show ring. 

They raise their babies right, on pas-
ture with lots of running around
room to grow and develop correctly.

Their Spring Production Saleslist
is available, featuring several of

these beautiful, gifted and willing
athletes, offering broodmares, fillies,

one 3-year old chestnut stallion, one
tall, elegant straight Egyptian stallion.

Standing:  
C.R. Kitteam (AK Kitaal X C.R. Pasha’s Dream)
1983 Chestnut. Blue List, Al Khamsa,
Egyptian/Trufa. Sires correct legs, substance,
strength and power.

Kittfarazda (C.R. Kitteam x C.R. Rantasia) 1998,
tall, handsome, bold moving bay, high percentage
Egyptian, lots of substance, and sires black.

If you’re looking for a good endurance prospect,
Contact Ernest at: 780-568-4172.

Spotlight on Clara and Ernest Foshaug

It can be done! A greenhorn’s tale
by Nicole Belland

Nicole with Shilo at 2001 LaGlace Ride. (Photo
courtesy of Clara Foshaug)

�

�
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The Legend of Nitchi Nicker 
(or the Day Roy Cussed) 

© Kathy Irvine 

Where the mighty Rocky Mountains lay their feet on the prairies wide;
Where the aspens and pines kiss the azure sky of a golden mountainside;
It was there that they gathered to test their steeds at the Nitchi Nicker Ride.

At dawn’s first light the fifty-mile riders had brought their horses down
To a starting line they could barely see in the early morning dawn.
The crews, the vets, and the riders too were laughing and chatting on. 

A frosty morning—excitement sublime, with horses fit and keen,
But as with mix of muscle and might, an incident unforeseen— 
There was a clamor, a shout, a cry—and then a woeful scream. 

It was Roy and Alotta Disco who were causing a bit of a fray. 
Disco it seems had taken offence to the feel upon the reins. 
Disco reared up between the trees. Roy clung, and she went up again.

Like the worst of a nightmare it happened; it was enough to make hearts stop.
When Disco went up she lost her feet, went back and over the top.
Roy flung with a thud between two trees—stone still as soon as he dropped. 

Back fell Disco now on the spot where Roy was laid out on the ground.
For an instant it seemed she was almost off, but again she fell back down.
Try as she might she couldn’t roll free, in the trees she was trapped and bound. 

Disco struggled, and twisted, and turned and fought. Then she finally got upright. 
Then horrors! She planted a strong shod foot on Roy! Right in our sight 
An arc of fluid spewed out from Roy, bright in the morning light.

One of the riders caught poor Disco—to the rig she was promptly led. 
Another galloped to a phone for help, all the while screaming “Call the med!”
Others consoled the next of kin who feared Roy was mostly dead. 

And they all gathered around him musing, “It could have happened to any of us,
But, we might as well ride, only good die young, and he’s such an ornery cuss.” 
The endurance ride started on time—he wouldn’t want us to fuss. 

They say that his time was not yet up, it had not yet run its course.  
Some believe what would kill ten other riders was almost the needed force.
Roy rose like a Phoenix, somewhat dazed and he growled, “Who un-tacked my Horse?”

Roy received a memento that very year for the toughest that’s ever been.
A fuzzy, sheepskin saddle seat cover—not a prize for a finish or win. 
‘Twas for Roy to wear on his strong back, so Disco could snugly ride him. 

And what of the fountain of fluid that gushed in a glistening stream,
That awful sight, spurting out of Roy that made everybody turn green?
It was only a bottle of water—under a hoof—letting go at a seam. 

New 2002 Directors
ERA welcomes two new Board Members, Jack Plumley and Jody Gallamore.

JACK PLUMLEY

Jack Plumley is one of the founders of the long distance riding in Alberta and
listed on the original TRAC documents. He was a “competitor from day one,”
he says, involved for more than 30 years, starting in 1971. He grew up with
horses, typically riding without a saddle, but once on his own and working for a
living in the 60s, could hardly wait to own an acreage and get back into riding,
especially in the mountains. As acreages are time consuming, he often made the
decision to work first, ride second. However, after the first ride, with a fence
waiting to be fixed, he “got his priorities straight, and went riding instead.”

What got him started in long distance riding was reading about it in the venerable
publication, Western Horseman. It published many stories about the Tevis and
Bitterroot (the competitive trail equivalent of the day). At the time, Jack was
involved in the regional Arabian association, and Dr. Barceleau was a judge for the
event, a serious distance rider, who rode and vetted the Tevis and Bitterroot. They
talked at length about long distance riding and “really stirred the interest.”

After contacting the Bitterroot management, Jack and Bob Watt went to
Montana. Jack said, “They took us in and we got a crash course in what was
needed to put on a ride.” In very short order, Parkland had its very first ride,
with Dr. Hatfield vetting. Jack noted that they had to “beat the bushes” for rid-
ers. But, 17 showed up and the rest they say, is history!

He’s getting back into the sport, and did the Sundre ride last fall on a nine-year-
old gray Arab gelding, “Dandy” that he purchased from Carol Rambaut.  

JODY GALLAMORE

“Hello my name is Jody Gallamore, from Grande Prairie, Alberta. I am 31 years
of age and I am an avid rider. 

This is my second year of endurance and I am planning on doing three day
eventing this year. I am on my first year as the district director for the ERA
along with my friend Karen Badger. My horse is a six-year-registered thorough-
bred, “Williemaker,” off the track. His previous owner was Ed Welsh of Grande
Prairie. Willie comes from very good lines and is a great horse. As for being
your district director, I will do what I can to make this a great year for the board
and future riders in Alberta.”�

�




